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RECENT LEGAL LITERATURE 



Treatise on the Law Governing Nuisances, with Particular Reference to its 
Application to Modern Conditions. By Joseph A. Joyce and Howard 
C. Joyce. Matthew Bender and .Co., Albany, N. Y., 1906, pp. cvi, 866. 

It takes a good deal of courage to prepare a work upon such a wide and 
indefinite subject as Nuisances. The authors recognize the difficulty, and 
often recur to it, as "It is not practicable to give other than a general defini- 
tion of what constitutes a nuisance." § 1, and it is difficult to determine "to 
which class the alleged nuisance belongs," — public or private, § 12 ; or to 
"define just what degree of injurious influence must be reached'" to constitute 
a nuisance, § 19, and "what constitutes a nuisance with reference to the carry- 
ing on of a trade or business is a question of fact which is not easy to deter- 
mine," § 85. 

Notwithstanding th« difficulty of the subject the authors have bravely 
undertaken, and successfully accomplished, the task of preparing a very use- 
ful work upon the subject. In their nineteen chapters, they cover the whole 
topic in a very acceptable way, without unnecessary discussion, though keep- 
ing well before one the general principles underlying the subject, while giving 
tersely and accurately in the text the points ruled in something over three 
thousand cases, decided by the courts, high and low, down to about 1906. 
There is a good balance kept -between the text and notes, and in the notes are 
frequently given apt and pointed quotations from the decisions themselves. 
Occasionally in the text is given an extensive, but appropriate, statement 
taken from some luminous opinion upon the matter under discussion. The 
chapters treat of definitions; classification; fundamental principles; prescrip- 
tive right; purprestures; legalized nuisances; trade or business; smoke fumes 
and gases; noisome smells, noises, jars and vibrations; animals and animal 
enclosures^ nuisances affecting highways; waters; municipal powers and liabil- 
ities; remedies, nature and form, right to abate, subject matter, parties, 
defenses, and damages. The chapters relating to trade Or business, legalized 
nuisances, highways, waters and smoke are particularly full. The authors have 
done their work well. The mechanical appearance of the book is good, but an 
occasional slip in the printing is seen, as for instance, "former" for "power" 
in 20th line of § 149. H. L. W. 



A Treatise on the Law op Taxation by Special Assessments. By Charles 
H. Hamilton of the Milwaukee Bar. Chicago. George I Jones, 1907, 
pp. lxxxv, 937. 
In his preface the author tells us that he wrote this book because he 
thought it was needed. And the facts seem to bear him out in his assump- 
tion. The field covered by the work, while narrow, is one of the very few 
hitherto neglected by text-writers. 

The fourteen chapters include, The Origin, History and Definition of 
Special Assessments; Constitutional and Statutory Powers and Restrictions; 



